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GENE TECHNOLOGY TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE, MEMBERSHIP 

1500. Hon DEE MARGETTS to the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries: 
I refer to the Gene Technology Technical Advisory Committee, which replaced the Genetic Manipulation 
Advisory Committee. 

(1) Will the minister list the members of the committee, including the qualifications, experience and 
background of each of the members? 

(2) Are any of the members currently, or have they formerly been, employed in academic departments that 
receive funding from biotechnology companies, employed by biotechnology companies, or members of 
organisations directly involved in marketing or releasing genetically modified crops into the 
environment; and, if so, who are they and what was the nature of their involvement? 

(3) How many of the members have qualifications and experience in ecology or environmental impact 
issues, and who are they? 

(4) Are any representatives from consumer groups on the committee; and, if so, who are they? 

Hon KIM CHANCE replied: 

I thank Hon Dee Margetts for some notice of the question. 

As this is a national committee, I have requested the information from the Office of the Gene Technology 
Regulator in Canberra, and it has been provided as follows - 

(1) See attached table.  I have a document that I will table with this answer.  The categories are identified in 
the Gene Technology Act 2000. 

(2) See attached table, which provides the GTTAC material for Western Australia.  In addition, all GTTAC 
members are required to complete a conflict of interest declaration prior to each meeting.  When a 
conflict is identified, the member does not participate in decision making.  The documents that I will 
table set out the conflicts of interest that have been identified in each member’s case. 

(3) The two members with skills or experience in ecology are Dr Franklin Dane Panetta and Professor 
James Barrie Kirkpatrtick. 

(4) Consumer interests are represented on another advisory committee - the Gene Technology Community 
Consultative Committee.  There is cross-membership between the two committees, and the GTCCC 
cross-member on GTTAC is Professor Marjory-Dore Martin.  I table the attached document with the 
question. 

[See paper No 1507.] 
 


